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…the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He called
together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. He gave five bags of
silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last – dividing it in
proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip. The servant who received the five bags of
silver began to invest the money and earned five more. The servant with two bags of silver also
went to work and earned two more. But the servant who received the one bag of silver dug a hole
in the ground and hid the master's money.
After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how
they had used his money.
The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and
said, “Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.” The
master was full of praise. “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate
together!”
The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, “Master, you gave
me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.” The master said, “Well done, my
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will
give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!”
Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, “Master, I knew you were a harsh
man, harvesting crops you didn't plant and gathering crops you didn't cultivate. I was afraid I
would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.” But the master
replied, “You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn't plant and gathered
crops I didn't cultivate, why didn't you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have
gotten some interest on it.”
– Jesus, in Matthew 25:14-6 NLT
the point… use what you have been given!
- we are servants of the King
- Jesus has given us resources to serve others
rhythms of life: bless – eat – listen – enjoy
- Matthew 10:8… Jesus sending out his followers
“give as freely as you have received”
“you have been treated generously, so live generously”
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a story or two
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.
1 Peter 4:9 ESV
- Matthew 6:24: can’t serve God & money
What I'm trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you
can respond to God's giving. People who don't know God and the way he works fuss over these
things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative,
God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns
will be met. Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don't get worked up
about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things
come up when the time comes.
– Jesus, in Matthew 6:31-34 The Message
You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don't give reluctantly or in response
to pressure. "For God loves a person who gives cheerfully."
2 Corinthians 9:7 NLT

what now?
…if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the
things over which Christ presides. Don't shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the
things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ – that's
where the action is. See things from his perspective. Your old life is dead. Your new life, which
is your real life – even though invisible to spectators – is with Christ in God. He is your life.
When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you'll show up, too – the
real you, the glorious you. Meanwhile, be content with obscurity, like Christ. And that means
killing off everything connected with that way of death: sexual promiscuity, impurity, lust, doing
whatever you feel like whenever you feel like it, and grabbing whatever attracts your fancy.
That's a life shaped by things and feelings instead of by God.
Colossians 3:1-5 The Message
- God has declared our new identity and provided it through Jesus
- God has resourced us… Holy Spirit, Word, and what we have
- joy is in participation, not knowing
- waiting for a convenient list? get used to disappointment!
- start where you are at
- discuss and get feedback from fellow citizens & siblings

ACT!

